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INTRODUCTION & METHODOLOGY

Introduction

With the employment of 205,000+ technology 

workers in the Toronto -Waterloo innovation 

corridor alone, second only to Silicon Valley in 

North America, Ontario has an outstanding 

history of success in both the automotive and 

technology industries.1

Despite the downward trend in automotive 

manufacturing, Ontario has effectively 

leveraged its automotive history and strong 

position in technology development to 

become a key player and leader in the 

development of cutting -edge connected and 

autonomous vehicle (CAV) technologies. 

With the advent of these technologies, Ontario 

has a strategic opportunity to establish its 

leadership in this emerging field by combining 

its existing automotive and technology 

industry expertise with the availability of local 

supply chains supported by continued 

research and innovation.
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WSP has been retained by the Ontario Centres for Excellence (OCE), and its Autonomous 

Vehicle Innovation Network (AVIN) initiative, to provide an overview assessment of the CAV 

ecosystem in Ontario. 

The findings of the study, contained within this report, describe key industry trends in 

Ontario and globally, and show how Ontario can continue to enhance its strength in the CAV 

sector. 

The report comprises four main sections:

Å Background information on CAVs and the Ontario CAV sector;

Å A review of Ontario and global CAV activities and initiatives;

Å A summary of key findings from the review; and

Å A summary of AVINõs role in supporting the Ontario ecosystem.

The findings presented in this report are not intended to be exhaustive, but to provide a 

strategic overview of key players, initiatives and programs, and high- level inventory of the 

Ontario ecosystem.

This report reflects our analysis of primary and secondary research, which follows an 

evaluation framework that comprises five critical and interrelated elements of an attractive 

and competitive CAV ecosystem.

1. REGULATIONS & 
GUIDELINES

2. INVESTMENT 3. INDUSTRY 4. RESEARCH & 
DEVELOPMENT

5. TALENT
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INTRODUCTION & METHODOLOGY

Methodology

Primary research was conducted through 

a series of industry stakeholder interviews 

and an online survey. Key players in the 

Ontario CAV sector provided first-hand 

and demonstrable insights including:

Å Current and planned activities, as well 

as technologies and service offerings, 

that enable the sector.

Å Motivations for pursuing CAV 

initiatives, specifically in Ontario.

Å Scope of resources dedicated to CAV 

activities and pursuits.

Å Strengths and challenges that the 

sector is currently facing.

Å Vision for the future, and 

opportunities to enable and expand 

the Ontario CAV ecosystem.

Insight provided from the interviews has 

been augmented and reconciled with 

information gathered through parallel 

secondary research efforts, including a 

literature review and jurisdictional scan.
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Agencies and Organizations Interviewed

Quotes and 

observations 

from interviews 

are highlighted 

throughout the 

report.

United States

Netherlands

Singapore

United 

Kingdom
Germany

Sweden

Norway
Finland

Japan

Jurisdictions Reviewed

Note: Jurisdictions were chosen 

from the top 10 ranked countries 
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Vehicle Readiness Index.3


